
Kia ora koutou,
The 2026 school  year is  wel l  and truly  underway,  and i t  has been fantast ic  to
see the posit ive energy and momentum across Masterton Pr imary School  as we
sett le  back into learning and rout ines.
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Friday 13th February 2026  - Week 2 Term 1

TUMUAKI Panui / Principal's MessageTUMUAKI Panui / Principal's MessageTUMUAKI Panui / Principal's Message

Alongside teaching and learning,  there have been several  important
developments across our school  environment.  Our new lunches in schools
programme is  now wel l  establ ished,  with systems and processes cont inuing to
be ref ined to ensure smooth del ivery for  students each day.  

One of  the most s ignif icant  highl ights this  term was our recent professional
learning tr ip to Perth,  where a group of  Masterton Pr imary School  staff ,  
a longside RTLB leaders,  part ic ipated in an intensive Expl ic i t  Direct  Instruct ion 
(EDI  programme).  This  experience al lowed us to work alongside leading
educators in the f ie ld,  observe expert  teachers in act ion,  and benchmark our
pract ice against  internat ional  best  pract ice.  The learning has been aff irming and
highly  pract ical ,  and we are already seeing this  ref lected in c lassroom pract ice
as teachers cont inue to ref ine c lar i ty ,  consistency,  and impact  in their  teaching.



Across the school ,  there is  a  strong sense of  opt imism, connect ion,  and
purpose.  Thank you to our staff ,  students,  whānau,  and wider community for
the ongoing support  you provide — it  makes a real  di f ference.

Ngā mihi  nui ,
Gene Bart lett
Pr incipal  /  Tumuaki

We have also warmly welcomed two new staff
members to our kura this  year ,  Suz Hayman
and Jacob Carrol l .  Both have sett led in
extremely wel l  and are already making a
posit ive contr ibut ion to their  teams and to
the wider school  community.  Support ing our
people to thr ive is  central  to the culture we
continue to bui ld together.

Student and staff  wel lbeing remains a pr ior i ty .  We are pleased to share that  a
new AED (def ibr i l lator)  has been instal led on s i te ,  providing an addit ional  layer
of  safety for  our school  community.  This  is  an important  step in strengthening
our emergency preparedness.

We have also completed a number of  property upgrades,  including progress on
the stage refurbishment,  which wi l l  enhance performance,  assembly,  and cultural
opportunit ies for  our tamarik i .

We would l ike to welcome Teddy,  L incoln,  Oaklynn,  Cooper,  Mei lani ,  Carter ,
Rukaya,  Chub,  Patr ick ,  Macauley,  Zeppel in,  Ar ia ,  Lauren,  Ludwig,  Is la ,  Marika,
Mirha,  Kayde,  Mahd,  Steven,  Deidra,  Kingston,  Mehreen,  Rowland and Lucious
to Masterton Pr imary School .  

Welcome to MPSWelcome to MPSWelcome to MPS



The next assembly will be on
 Friday 27  February @ 10.45am  th

This assembly will be run by Room 7

19th February Thursday           Touch Rugby Starts
20th February Friday                Softball  Starts
24th February Tuesday             Netball  Starts -  Yr 1-4
26th February Thursday           6 .00 BoT Meeting
27th February Friday                10.45 Assembly -  Rm 7
5th March Thursday                 Tararua Syndicate Golden Shears Visit
                                                  5 .00-  6.30 Whanau Hui
6th March Friday                      Ki -O-Rahi Tournament -  Riversdale
9 March Monday                      2  Cohort Starts   t h n d

13th March Friday                    10.45 Assembly -  Rm 11
                                                  Ki -O-Rahi Tournament -  Riversdale PP
20  March Friday                      DISCOt h

23rd March Monday                  Mil lennium Reserve Trip -  Rm 3 & 7
24th March Tuesday                  Hot Cross Buns -  Delivery
25th March Wednesday             Mil lennium Reserve Trip -  Rm 2 & 4
                                                   Wairarapa Swimming Champs
26  March Thursday                 Mil lennium Reserve Trip -  Rm 5t h

27th March Friday                     10.45 Assembly -  Room 4
30th March Monday                   2 .45 Sports Prize Giving 
2  April  Thursday                     Last Day of  the Term                  n d

Calendar of Events



Your Kia Ora from the MPS School  Board of  Trustees

Welcome to 2026!  We are so excited to have you and your whānau joining our
school  community.  Matua Gene and al l  the staff  at  MPS have been preparing
di l igent ly  to provide your chi ld with the very best  educat ional  experience
possible.  Over the hol idays,  the team not only  prepared c lassrooms and teaching
plans,  but  a lso travel led to Perth to deepen their  learning around del iver ing the
most effect ive educat ion.  I  have been incredibly  excited by the reports  shared
about what the cont ingent of  staff  learned and have brought back to our
community.

In addit ion,  our incredible whānau group,  Te Whānau Tautoko (TWT) ,  ra ised
signif icant  funds last  year through a successful  gala day,  mult iple discos,  and
grant appl icat ions,  a l lowing them to gi f t  our school  with some amazing
resources.  We hope you wi l l  consider jo ining TWT this  year and become a part  of
these fundrais ing efforts .

BOARD of TrusteesBOARD of Trustees  BOARD of Trustees 

We are also thri l led to announce that ,  through much
perseverance,  TWT has successful ly  instal led a Well ington
Free Ambulance automated external  defibri l lator  (AED) at
our school .  We are extremely grateful  to have this  l i fe-
saving device avai lable for  our school  community and
wider neighbourhood.

Final ly ,  we are so thankful  to TWT for  donat ing funds to
provide free stat ionery for  our new entrant  students 
as they begin school .  Alongside free school  jackets and 
shoes from KidsCan,  Fruit  in  Schools ,  and hot lunches baked on s i te ,  we are proud
to be breaking down barr iers that  can often surround educat ion.

There is  so much more happening
 behind the scenes that  I  can ’ t  even 
begin to cover here,  but  needless to
 say,  our Board is  incredibly  grateful
 to Matua Gene,  Jo ,  and our ent ire 
teaching,  support ,  and administrat ion
 team for the dedicat ion and energy
 they br ing each day.  We hope you
 and your chi ldren enjoy a wonderful  
start  to the year with them.

Ngā mihi  nui ,
Warm regards,
Jo-anne Twiggins



Masterton Pr imary School  has long been a breakfast  haven for  i ts  students,  and
since joining the KickStart  Breakfast  whānau in 2011,  the school  has cont inued i ts
proud tradit ion of  nurturing tamarik i  with the most important  meal  of  the day.  But
long before our off ic ia l  programme rol led out ,  Masterton Pr imary was already
ahead of  the curve,  ensuring hungry tummies were f i l led and students could start
their  day r ight .

Breakfast ClubBreakfast ClubBreakfast Club

A very big thank you to our volunteers Chauntel le
Singh,  Jac inta Wingate,  Kevin Twiggins and a very
special  mention to Anne and Nobby.  Anne and Nobby
moved to Masterton back in 2009 and in 2010 they
began volunteering at  Masterton Pr imary School ’s
breakfast  c lub.  S ince then,  they have become part  of
the ‘ furniture ’  –  rel iable,  famil iar ,  and wel l - loved
f ixtures every Fr iday morning.  Thank you,  Anne and
Nobby,  for  your many years of  love,  laughter ,  and
dedicat ion.  Here ’s  to many more happy years of
volunteering and memorable Fr iday mornings at
Masterton Pr imary!

Breakfast  is  suppl ied every morning in room 6 from 8.15 –  8.30 and consists  of
weetbix.  Al l  chi ldren are welcome.

Austin's sunflowersAustin's sunflowersAustin's sunflowers
The sunf lowers Aust in Quirke Room 7 grew after
buying the seeds at  our MPS Gala in November
2025



Librarians' book reviewsLibrarians' book reviewsLibrarians' book reviews

This  years l ibrar ians are Jett  Carston,  E l i jah Burns,  Bruce Al len,  Caius Newton-
Howes,  Zac Twiggins,  Our School  L ibrar ian Tracey Birchal l .Sophia Pr ingle,
Waikura Rameka,  Adi  Faranise,  Raewyn Lal ,  Kar ley Koskela-Russel l ,Muskaan
Zafar ,  Hasarel i  Dissanayaka.     Absent -  Poraumati  Karaka-Robin,  Zof ia
Humphries-Warr ington and Robbie Searle.  
Keep an eye out for  their  book reviews in upcoming newsletters.  

 

Allergic
Maggie is  a  10 year school  g ir l  and she
always feels  l ike the odd one out.
Maggie real ly  loves animals so decided
to get  a  pet  dog to cal l  her own.
However when she thinks she has
found the perfect  dog,  she starts  to
get  i tchy!   Maggie f inds out she ’s
al lergic  to dogs!

I  l ike i t  when she began problem
solving by going to the Doctors.   Is  she
going to overcome this?   I  would
recommend you read this  book i f  you
l ike animals and enjoy a good read.  

By Waikura Rameka
Room 14

Rating:  8/10         Age:  7.5+ Years

By Megan Lloyd & Nichelle Nutter

2026 school Librarians2026 school Librarians2026 school Librarians



Kids KlubKids KlubKids Klub
Are you looking for  a safe,  fun,  and engaging place for  your chi ld after  the
school  day ends?

Our Kids Klub After  School  Program, run by Denise with the help of  Anna,  offers
the perfect  balance of  creat iv i ty  and recreat ion in a support ive environment.
Students have dedicated t ime to complete homework,  part ic ipate in hands-on
act iv i t ies ,  and bui ld meaningful  fr iendships with their  peers.

Kids Klub is  designed to provide a structured yet  excit ing space where chi ldren
can learn,  grow,  and have fun beyond the c lassroom.

For more information or to receive an information pack,  please contact  the
school  off ice.  

We would love to welcome your family  to Kids Klub!

Te Whānau Tautoko began in ear ly  2024 and has grown into a passionate,
energet ic  group dedicated to support ing our tamarik i  and school  community.
Our members come from al l  walks of  l i fe ,  each br inging unique ski l ls  and
ideas,  but  we share one common goal ,  g iv ing back in fun and posit ive ways.
We meet twice a term in the school  staffroom at  7pm, with meeting days
varying each term to suit  avai labi l i ty .
We’ve already started planning for  the year,  with hot  cross bun and pie
fundraisers locked in,  plus a favourite returning event -  our school  discos!  And
more -  watch this  space!

We also have our Fr iends of  the Team group for  those who would love to help
at  events ( l ike discos,  sort ing pies or  bake sales)  without needing to attend
meetings.  I t ’s  a  great  way to support  in a way that  suits  you (and always a
great  way to meet new people)

I f  you’d l ike to jo in us or  f ind out more,  our next  meeting is  Monday 9th March
at 7pm in the Staffroom, everyone is  welcome! Or feel  free to emai l  us -
twt@masterton.school .nz

TWTTWTTWT

mailto:twt@masterton.school.nz


Room 12 workRoom 12 workRoom 12 work
Room 12 have been talk ing about fr iendship and what makes a good fr iend.
Here is  some of  the their  work.  



Movin' marchMovin' marchMovin' march
Wheels,  Walking and Wacky Fun in March!
Throughout March,  our school  is  celebrat ing Movin ’  March with a range of  act ive
travel  events.  We kick things off  with our annual  Wacky Wheels  & Shoes Parade
in Week 5 on Fr iday 6th March at  11.00am, where students wi l l  decorate their
shoes,  bikes or  scooters and parade around the courts  in their  c lass groups.
Parents are very welcome to come along and watch.  

During March,  students can also col lect  passport
stamps for  walking or  wheel ing from the pou,  with
weekly  pr ize draws and random spot pr izes.
Passports  wi l l  be handed out by c lassroom teachers
at  the start  of  the month.

Fridays are Wheels Days,  g iving students who bring bikes or  scooters the
chance to enjoy bike tracks and fun challenge courses set  up by our sports
leaders



Donation from SECCDonation from SECCDonation from SECC
SPORTS NOTICES 

We were very excited to receive Tee Bal l  and
Softbal l  exquipment from SECC Foundation
(Sport ,  Educat ion,  Community & Cultural
Foundation) .   They donate sports  equipment
to schools  to better  equip them to al low
chi ldren to easi ly  engage with sport ing
act iv i t ies to improve their  health and
wel lbeing whi le  recognis ing value of  their
own culture.  

Term 1 Sports practice timetableTerm 1 Sports practice timetableTerm 1 Sports practice timetable
Here are the sport  pract ice t imes and days for  this  term. 

We extend our heartfelt  grat i tude to our volunteer coaches.  Their  generous
contr ibut ion of  t ime and effort  to support  our tamarik i  is  invaluable.
Without their  dedicat ion,  forming our teams would not  be possible.  Thank
you for  your  support  and commitment!




