
Kia ora e te whānau,
I t ’s  Golden Shears  Week here in the Wairarapa — one of  our region’s  most
iconic  events.
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Friday 6th April 2026  - Week 5 Term 1

TUMUAKI Panui / Principal's MessageTUMUAKI Panui / Principal's MessageTUMUAKI Panui / Principal's Message

Our Junior students headed along to experience this  special  celebrat ion of  rural
excel lence and community pr ide.  For many of  our tamarik i ,  this  is  a  wonderful
opportunity  to see a world-c lass event r ight  here in Masterton and connect  with
the r ich agr icultural  heri tage that  shapes our local  ident i ty .

A massive thank you to our parent helpers who are support ing this  tr ip.  We
simply couldn’t  provide these authentic  learning experiences without your t ime,
energy and wi l l ingness to help.  We appreciate you hugely.

Memorial  chair
Last  year ,  we began planning a very special  commemorat ive seat  in honour of
our former Board of  Trustees member,  Mr Dave Belesky.
I ’m pleased to share that  this  memorial  chair  is  now nearing complet ion and
wil l  be instal led today.  I t  wi l l  s i t  proudly in the centre of  our Junior Playground,
providing a place for  chi ldren to s i t ,  connect ,  ref lect  and enjoy the space — just
as Dave would have wanted.
A heartfelt  thank you to:

Lance Roberts ,  one of  our ta lented parents ,  for  
    construct ing this  beauti ful  piece of  furniture.

Our Board of  Trustees.
Te Whānau Tautoko (TWT).

for  contr ibut ing to and support ing this  special  project .
This  seat  is  more than just  furniture — it  represents
 service,  commitment and the legacy of  someone who 
cared deeply about our school  and community.

Curriculum changes  
I t  has certainly  been a busy and purposeful  few weeks at  MPS as we continue
responding to the s ignif icant  educat ional  changes occurr ing across Aotearoa.
One of  the most important  shifts  for  schools  this  year is  the c learer a l ignment
between the curr iculum (what we teach) ,  progress markers (what students are
expected to know by the end of  each year) ,  and progress descr iptors (how we
report  progress to you) .

Our goal  is  s imple:  to ensure teaching,  learning,  assessment,  and report ing al l
work together to support  your chi ld ’s  progress.



Ngā mihi  nui ,
Gene Bart lett
Pr incipal  /  Tumuaki

Curriculum – What is  Taught
The refreshed curr iculum outl ines the knowledge and ski l ls  students are
expected to learn each year.  There is  a  stronger focus on a knowledge-r ich
curr iculum, grounded in the sc ience of  learning.
This  means:

Clear year-by-year expectat ions
Strong foundations in Reading,  Writ ing and Mathematics
Expl ic i t  teaching that  bui lds knowledge systematical ly

At  MPS,  this  a l igns c losely  with our work in High Impact  Teaching Pract ices and
expl ic i t  instruct ion.

From 2026 onwards,  you wi l l  see new report ing language in your chi ld ’s  reports.
Instead of  the tradit ional  “Below – At  –  Above,”  the new descr iptors are c learer ,
more nuanced,  and more posit ive.  They show the progress being made in relat ion
to year- level  expectat ions.
The descr iptors are:
Emerging  –  Requires support  to meet year level  expectat ions
Developing  –  Making progress toward expectat ions
Consolidating  –  Meeting many expectat ions and strengthening understanding
Proficient  –  Meeting year level  expectat ions
Exceeding  –  Working beyond year level  expectat ions

Teacher Only Day – Term 2
On Day 1 of  Term 2,  Masterton Pr imary School  wi l l  be holding a Teacher Only Day
to support  staff  professional  learning and curr iculum development.This  means
that  school  wi l l  be c losed for  students on Monday 20 Apri l  2026.Students wi l l
return to school  on Tuesday 21 Apri l  2026.

Thank you for  your support  as we continue to strengthen teaching and learning
across the school .



Lucky Book Club went home 
with students on Monday 2nd March. 
Can order forms please be back by

Friday 13th March 2026
Thank you

9 March Monday                      2  Cohort Starts t h n d

13  Friday March                      Hot Cross Bun orders duet h

18  Wednesady March              Swimming Champs  t h

20  Friday March                      DISCOt h

23rd March Monday                   Mil lennium Reserve Trip -  Rm 3 & 7
24th March Tuesday                  Hot Cross Buns -  Delivery
25th March Wednesday             Mil lennium Reserve Trip -  Rm 2 & 4
                                                   Wairarapa Swimming Champs
26  March Thursday                  Mil lennium Reserve Trip -  Rm 5t h

27th March Friday                     10.45 Assembly -  Celebration
30th March Monday                   2 .45 Sports Prize Giving 
2  April  Thursday                     Last Day of  the Term n d

20  April  Monday                      Teacher Only Dayt h

21st April  Tuesday                     F irst  Day of  Term
22nd April  Wednesday               School Closing @ 12.30
22  23  April                              Learning Conferencesn d r d

Calendar of Events

Our decorated sheepOur decorated sheepOur decorated sheep
Schools  throughout the Wairarapa adopted
one of  the 27 countr ies represented at  the Golden
Shears and have decorated wooden sheep cutouts
to symbol ize the country they represented.   The
wooden sheep were k indly  crafted by the guys
from Masterton Men’s  shed.  These sheep are on
display at  the Fans Zone during the Golden Shears.  

Some student from Room 4  with
their  Scott ish themed sheep.  

Room 7  with their  South Afr ic ian
themed sheep.  



Librarians' book reviewsLibrarians' book reviewsLibrarians’ book reviews
owly - Flying lessons
By Andy Runton
Owly and wormy are the main charters in the
story.   In  this  story Owly learns to f ly .   Owly and
Wormy are best  fr iends.   I  love this  book
because i t  is  amazing.   Also the pictures are
amazing.   I  g ive this  book a 5 out  of  5.   I  think
chi ldren aged 6+  should read this  book or even
look at  the pictures.  

By Karley Koskela-Russell
Room 14

Wings of fire - Escaping Peril - Book 8
By Tui  T  Sutherland

Ruby has not  seen her s ister  Tourmal ine in 8
years.    She ’s  a lways blamed Peri l  for  the loss
of  her s ister .    But  in a f ight  for  the throne of
the Skywings Ruby uncovers the truth.

Peri l  has always been loyal  f i rst  to Queen
Scarlet  even when she l ied to her about her
mother.  Per i l  is  now loyal  to Clay the only
dragon she can’t  hurt .  

I f  you want to f ind out what happens next ,
read the ful l  book written by Tui  T .  Sutherland
and i l lustrated by Mike Holmes.   Reccomended
for ages 9-11 years.   I  would rate this  book a 5
out of  5.   

By Poraumati  Karaka-Robinl
Room 14



A good fr iend is  someone who is  car ing and kind.   Fr iends are
support ive and respectful ,  someone who doesn’t  ta lk  about
you behind your back.  
Fr iends give each other good advice.   They also protect  your
surrondings.   Fr iends tel l  the truth,  for  example,  i f  they don’t
l ike what your doing they tel l  you.   

Room 12 - What makes a good friendRoom 12 - What makes a good friendRoom 12 - What makes a good friend

A good fr iend is  support ive and they always tel l
the truth.   They are also k ind and helpful .   They
are respectful .   Fr iends share ideas.   Fr iends stand
up for  you and when you are sad,  your fr iends can
cheer you up.  
They are thankful  for  everything I  do.   They
include you when you have nobody to play with.
They can be funny,  fun,  joyful  and playful .  
They tel l  you the truth when they don’t  l ike what
you are doing.   Fr iends share their  feel ings.  
By Neiana Solomon

A support ive fr iend cheers you up when your sad,  a lso someone that  forgives.
Pick freinds that  are trustworthy,  for  example -  they can keep your secrets.  
The most important  thing is  that  they make you feel  that  your enough as a
fr iend.  Fr iends are always going to stand up for  you,  even when your
embarrassed.  They help you when you need help.  
A good fr iend is  someone you could share your feel ings with or  ideas.  Your
fr iend has to make you feel  happy.  Include your fr iends in games and other
stuff .  Don’t  exclude them. You wouldn’t  l ike i t  i f  someone did that  to you.  
By Genesis J ikoibau

What makes a good fr iend?
Fr iend are great  because they always make you laugh
and they are always tel l ing real ly  funny jokes.   A good
fr iend is  honest  and support ive.
Fr iends are always k ind no matter  what.    They make
you feel  l ike a perfect  fr iend.   Fr iends can be helpful ,
respectful  and they always keep you company.
Sometimes you can have f ights with your fr iends,  but
you always forgive each other.  
By Griette Ogden

What makes a good fr iend?   A good fr iend is  respectful
and cheerful .  A good fr iend is  honest  and kind.   A freind
is  helpful  and playful  and support ive.   Freinds don’t
laugh when you fai l  at  something or when you get  hurt .
Fr iends stand up for  you.   Fr iends help you when you are
struck on something.   A fr iend plays with you even when
they want to play with someone else.   Fr iends play games
together.   
By Reign Katene



A good fr iend makes me happy and we have a good
fr iendship.   During luncht ime we play in the big
playground.   Fr iends are inclusive,  not  exclusive and
fr iends are playful .   When we get  lunches fr iends are
thankful .   Good fr iends keep you company when you are
lonely.   Fr iends are k ind.  
By Jahliyah Hil lman

Weather Poem - CycloneWeather Poem - CycloneWeather Poem - Cyclone
The wi ld wind passes me l ike a f ly ing snake,
The angry grey c louds ref lect  on the rocky lake.  
I  can smel l  warm boi l ing hot  soup,  
As everybody s i ts  in a warm group

By Mehreen kaur  -  Room 14

What makes a good fr iend.   A good fr iend is  a lways
happy to play with me.  Fr iends are good because they
cheer you up when you are sad.   Fr iends are funny
because they tel l  you jokes.   A good fr iend is  respectful
because they treat  me nicely .  
By Scarlett  Baumber

Room 12 - What makes a good friendRoom 12 - What makes a good friendRoom 12 - What makes a good friend
A good fr iend supports  you and is  as fun as can be.    They
l ike to see you happy.   They wi l l  stand up for  you when
times are hard and your freindship wi l l  never fa l l  apart .
Your fr iend wi l l  p lay with you.   You and your fr iend are
l ike paper and glue.  
By Mikayla Dingle

Room 5 workRoom 5 work  Room 5 work 
Well  done to Alex Brown and Zara Nat ion
for gett ing a Tumatauenga award for
Resi l ience in Handwrit ing.  



Movin' marchMovin' marchMovin’ march
Wheels,  Walking and Wacky Fun in March!
Throughout March,  our school  is  celebrat ing Movin ’  March with a range of  act ive
travel  events.  We kick things off  with our annual  Wacky Wheels  & Shoes Parade
in Week 5 on Fr iday 6th March at  11.00am, where students wi l l  decorate their
shoes,  bikes or  scooters and parade around the courts  in their  c lass groups.
Parents are very welcome to come along and watch.  

During March,  students can also col lect  passport
stamps for  walking or  wheel ing from the pou,  with
weekly  pr ize draws and random spot pr izes.
Passports  wi l l  be handed out by c lassroom teachers
at  the start  of  the month.

Fridays are Wheels Days,  g iving students who bring bikes or  scooters the
chance to enjoy bike tracks and fun challenge courses set  up by our sports
leaders



COCKBURN STCOCKBURN STCOCKBURN ST SOUTH RD/VIVIAN STSOUTH RD/VIVIAN STSOUTH RD/VIVIAN ST SHORTSHORT    STSTSHORT  ST

In  the mornings during Week 8 (23  to 27  March)  staff  members wil l  be
stationed at  each of  our 3 pou.   These are on Cockburn Street,  Short  Street
and on the corner of  South Road and Vivian Street.    They wil l  be giving out
spot prizes and stamping passports for  chi ldren who are walking and
wheel ing to school .  

r d t h

Movin' marchMovin' marchMovin’ march

Junior and Senior Pasifika GroupJunior and Senior Pasifika GroupJunior and Senior Pasifika Group

Our junior  and senior  Pasif ika Dance
Group are excited to be coming
together to start  a  year of  practices
and performances.
We are incredibly lucky to have Miss
Lologa from Room 12 as our Pacif ica
dance teacher.    We are grateful  for
the joy and cultural  awareness she
brings to MPS.  



Touch Rugby TeamsTouch Rugby TeamsTouch Rugby Teams
SPORTS NOTICES 

MPS Kahurangi  coached by Ben
Naivaluvou.   
Connor Browne,  L incoln Jackson,
Bel la  Naivaluvou,  Adi  Faranise,
Susana Faranise,  Kahl ixto Siaosi ,
Regan Preston,  Bruce Al len,  Kayde
Gleeson.  

MPS Kakariki  coached by Danyne
Rameka.
Bobby Al len,  Jaxon O'Donnel l ,  Jade
Wal l ,  Harlem Ramsay,  Mikayla
Dingle,  Kemitha Bandara,  Ri ley
Jackson,  Toa Rameka,  Alex Tairoa,
Noah Jackson,  Ludwig Swanepoel ,
Lennix Adamson,  Clayton
McKissock and Rabia Mansoor.

MPS Karaka  coached by Danyne
Rameka.
Mehreen Kaur,  Kingston Pr ince,
Kwest  Kaleta-Waaka,  Genesis
J ikoibau,  Kayden Moyo,  Waikura
Rameka and Zedikiyah
Hammersley.                                     



MPS MOdball & Touch Rugby GamesMPS MOdball & Touch Rugby GamesMPS MOdball & Touch Rugby Games
SPORTS NOTICES 

Here are some photos from our
recent sports  games.  I t  was
wonderful  to witness everyone
enjoying themselves,  and the
support  from the s idel ines was great
to see.  I t  was fantast ic  to see such
enthusiasm from al l  involved.






